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Students at Three Lakes
schools will have the oppor-
tunity to learn the basics of
a lifetime sport thanks to
physical education teacher
Charlie Volk’s successful
partnership with Central
Cross Country Ski Associa-
tion (CXC).

The Nordic Rocks pro-
gram was developed to intro-
duce a new generation of
children in grades kinder-
garten through sixth to the
excitement found in the
sport of cross-country skiing.

“The sport of cross-coun-
try skiing is growing fairly
rapidly, mostly because it
can be as social or as compet-
itive as a person wants it to
be,” Nordic Rocks program
coordinator Bruce Manske
said. 

Manske was in Three
Lakes Monday.

He delivered 30 pairs of
bindingless skis to Three
Lakes school which he says
will provide elementary and
middle school students with
an opportunity to experience
Nordic skiing during the
school day, with their teach-
ers and classmates, and also
to learn the health and
lifestyle benefits associated
with exercise and outdoor
fun.

“It truly is a great pro-
gram that inevitably puts
cross-country skis on the feet
of those who might other-
wise never have the opportu-
nity,” Manske said.

The program is a partner-
ship between selected

schools and communities.
Along with CXC the goal is
to create an opportunity to
teach skiing during the
school day, whether it be dur-
ing physical education class,
recess or through after-
school programs.

Volk said he hopes that
within the next 30 days, with
a bit more snow and some
grooming, students at Three
Lakes and Sugar Camp
schools will be utilizing the
new equipment in physical
education classes.

“We’re still looking for a
grooming device that we
could maybe pull behind a
snowmobile or four wheeler,”
Volk said

Over the course of the
program, Manske said CXC
has been working with
school districts four years
now.

In all, more than 90 dis-
tricts across the country
have been able to provide for
their students at a signifi-
cantly reduced cost. Two of
those districts were under
the coordination of Volk, who
first was able to get the pro-
gram in Rhinelander schools
before shifting jobs to Three
Lakes this past school year.

The program was first pi-
loted in the Madison and
Wausau areas, but it was so
well received Manske said it
quickly spread.

“It was 20 schools the first
year, then 40 the next and so
on,” he said. “From there we
wrote a grant to the CXC
foundation and were able to
secure funding with a 50-50
match. That’s a great oppor-
tunity for schools.

Volk agreed.

“We’re excited,” Volk said
about the partnership. “If we
can simply provide another
avenue for kids to be active
up here in the winter we’ve
done something good for the
area and for the students es-
pecially.”

Volk, who’s been a skier
for the majority of his life,
says the sport offers a life-
time of opportunity.

“It’s a big picture really,”
Volk said. “Overall we would
also like to see our youth
come back to the area, and in
order for them to do that
they need to enjoy the out-
doors, especially in the win-
ter months. What this
program does is it gets kids
involved in the outdoors
where otherwise they might
not have the chance. And
with skiing, it’s truly a life-
time activity that we can
teach these students the
value of when they are
young.

“Like most activities, if
you don’t learn them when
you’re young the odds that
you’ll pick them up later in
life is less and less.”

Overall, the financial
commitment to the program
was $3,000, which includes
the skis and basic curricu-
lum.

CXC’s portion of the pro-
gram is for half.; the other
half was secured by Volk
through a grant he applied
for through the American
Birkebeiner Ski Foundation
which furnished the match-
ing $1,500 to get the skis at
no cost to the district.

“It’s a big part of the com-
munity aspect of skiing,”
Manske said. “It takes a

school, a person who is moti-
vated about it and a commu-
nity. Something the cross-
country folks have always
stressed and emphasized is
that it’s a great community
to be a part of.”

Volk said the curriculum
is easy to follow and offers
teachers learning ideas with

both outdoor and indoor ac-
tivities.

The equipment is easy to
use, store and maintain be-
cause there are no boots or
poles, instead a shorter, sim-
plified ski that is easy to  use
even by the most beginning
skier.

“Having been involved

with the program, first in
Rhinelander and now here in
Three Lakes, it really is a
great thing to be a part of,”
Volk said. “We’re excited
about the opportunities for
our students moving for-
ward.”

For information on the
program, visit cxcskiing.org.
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Three Lakes school physical education teacher
Charlie Volk receives a shipment of cross-coun-
try skis from Bruce Manske of Central Cross
Country Ski Association. The skis were secured

through a nationwide grant to help expose
more children to the sport of cross-country ski-
ing. 
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Three Lakes School Board
members questioned the re-
designed formula used by De-
partment of Public
Instruction (DPI) officials for
the School and District Re-
port Cards at its meeting last
week. 

Gene Welhoefer, grades 7-
12 principal and director of
guidance, presented the board
with the DPI’s School and
District Report Cards. Over-
all, the district scored 76
points and placed in the Ex-
ceeds Expectations category,
but individually the scores
varied:

— Three Lakes Elemen-
tary School, 81.7, Exceeds Ex-
pectations;

— Sugar Camp Elemen-
tary School, 76.3, Exceeds Ex-
pectations;

— Three Lakes Junior
High School, 61.8, Meets Few
Expectations; and

— Three Lakes High
School, 63.6, Meets Expecta-
tions.

Welhoefer attributed the
varying scores to two specific
factors — a need to focus on
English language arts and
math curricula, and the for-
mula used by the DPI to
grade the districts. The for-
mula focuses on student
achievement, student growth,
closing gaps, on-track and
post-secondary readiness, test
participation rate, absen-
teeism rate and dropout rate. 

Both Three Lakes Junior
High and Sugar Camp Ele-
mentary School drew five
point deductions when their
test participation rate
dropped below 95%, although
the DPI allows students to
opt-out of standardized test-
ing.

“With this group of stu-
dents (junior high) there were
63 students in their test
grade and that means three
students could opt-out or take
an alternative assessment. If
we have four, we’re below
95%,” said Welhoefer. “It’s
minimal (students opting
out), but we’re small enough
that one opting out can drop
it down.”

Welhoefer also pointed out
that the closing gaps category
favored previously low-scor-
ing districts and penalized al-
ready higher scoring districts
as bonus points are given for
improvement and higher

scoring districts have less to
gain.

Board Vice President Mike
Kwaterski proposed the board
also take into consideration
other measures of students’
success, a sentiment echoed
by many on the board.

“There is some sort of a
movement out there looking
at the bigger picture of what
makes a student successful,”
said Kwaterski. “It would
probably be good at some
point to share with the com-
munity, about how many dif-
ferent ways we measure our
students’ success. Because I
totally agree, this is a snap-
shot of this focus. The ACT is
another snapshot focus.”

The board agreed to con-
tinue seeking other measures
to quantify student success in
and outside the classroom as
well as using the School and
District Report Card.

Weapon’s policy
The board also discussed a

wording change in the disci-
plinary measures section of
the district’s weapons policy.
As it stood, the policy re-
quired the board to hold an
automatic expulsion hearing
for any and all student
weapons violations.

The proposed change
sought to change the wording
from “shall include immediate
suspension and referral to the
school board for expulsion” to
“may include immediate sus-
pension and referral to the
school board for expulsion.”

Board members praised
the change as a matter of
commonsense. District Ad-
ministrator George Karling
offered a few examples.

“For example, if we know
someone’s been duck hunting
in the morning and they take
their gear out of their car
when they’re at home before
they come in, and a shotgun
shell rolls out on the floor in
the back of the car, we don’t
have to bring them to the
board for expulsion for that,”
said Karling. “And there are
some other situations like
that as well, especially get-
ting down to the elementary,
where an elementary student
brings in his 2-inch pocket
knife for show-and-tell. It’s
pretty tough taking them to
the board for expulsion. It
would save a lot of trouble in
those circumstances if we can
use a little more common-
sense.”

After making a motion to

approve the measure, school
board member Tom Rulseh
said, “Generally, I think that
it’s helpful to have the word
‘may’ instead of ‘shall.’ E”

The board unanimously
approved the change. Any
weapons policy violation will
still see the student referred
to the administration for dis-
ciplinary action and manda-
tory reporting to law
enforcement, but will not au-
tomatically warrant expul-
sion.

WASB resolutions
Board Treasurer Terry Mc-

Closkey presented to the
board the set of 2017 resolu-
tions to be undertaken by the
Wisconsin Association of
School Boards (WASB) Policy
& Resolutions Committee in
the upcoming year. 

While the board allows its
WASB representative, Mc-
Closkey — who also chairs
the Policy & Resolutions
Committee — to vote their
conscience, Karling took the
opportunity to voice ques-
tions, concerns and support
with various proposed resolu-
tions. 

Among the measures Kar-
ling voiced support for were
WASB member school dis-
tricts seeking to appeal the
state-mandated Sept. 1 or

later school-start date, saying
he’d like to see local control of
the school-start date returned
to the board. 

Karling also questioned a
second movement to repeal
the school-start date law, but
only for grades prekinder-
garten through eighth grade
and stated such a move would
not apply to the Three Lakes
district anyway.

McCloskey stated the
WASB was pursuing that av-
enue because, “You (the legis-
lature) can’t view it as ‘the
workforce isn’t available’
when preK-8 starts before
Sept. 1.” High school students
would be considered part of
the summer workforce.

Other business
In other business the

school board:
• Congratulated Mc-

Closkey on his election as
president of WASB Region 2;

• Reviewed and approved,
with changes, the Next Gen-
eration Community Survey
presented by Welhoefer; and

• Heard from Three Lakes
elementary school Principal
and Director of Technology
Steve Gruszynski about the
installation of a “friendship
bench” on the playground as
part of a student council-led
anti-bullying initiative. 

Three Lakes School Board agrees
student success more than report

Three Lakes School District nets 30 pairs 
of XC skis through Nordic Rocks program
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All 3,100 public housing
agencies in the United States
will be required to go smoke-
free within the next 18
months in order to align with
a new rule released by U.S.
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD).

The rule requires that the
agencies enact smoke-free
policies that apply to all living
units, indoor common areas,
administrative offices, and
outdoor areas within 25 feet
of buildings.

Health advocates who sup-
port the change say smoke-
free policies are necessary to
protect all residents from sec-
ondhand smoke, which can
leak into non-smoking units
from neighboring units where
smoking occurs. In addition,
the policies reduce the risk of
fire since smoking is the lead-
ing cause of fire deaths in the
country.

The new rule is expected to
improve the health of more
than 2 million public housing
residents, including 760,000
children. It’s also estimated to
save $153 million annually in
health care, home repair, and
fire costs.

“The Oneida County
Health Department (OCHD)
and the Northwoods Tobacco-
Free Coalition (NWTFC) are

thankful that HUD has re-
leased this new rule. We know
that 32% of individuals earn-
ing an income under $24,999
are current smokers and that
one in five Wisconsin high
school students are still ex-
posed to secondhand smoke in
the home. We feel this new
rule will protect this vulnera-
ble population and over time
decrease this trend,” said
Corie Zelazoski of the Oneida
County Health Department.

While members of OCHD
and NWTFC have expressed
overall enthusiasm for the
rule, they also noted there
was room for improvement,
said Zelazoski. “Although this
new rule is a huge win for to-
bacco prevention, we have
some concerns about the fact
that E-Cigarettes were not in-
cluded.”

Zelazoski said public hous-
ing authorities have the op-
tion to include e-cigarettes in
their individual policies and
are encouraged to do so. This
will make enforcement of poli-
cies much easier.

Additional benefits beyond
improving health include re-
ducing cleaning and mainte-
nance costs. 

For more information the
requirement, go to wismoke-
freehousing.com.

Public housing agencies
required to go smoke free


